Let's learn more about how to find Open Educational Resources (OER).
McMaster's OER LibGuide is a great place to start to learn more about the various repositories you can use to find and locate OER. Let me show you how to get to this LibGuide.
From McMaster's Libraries homepage - click on ‘Research Guides’, then click on ‘All Guides’. Scroll down to ‘Open Access’, and you'll find the Open Educational Resources LibGuide there.
Now click on OER collections.
Listed here are several of the more robust OER repositories. Let's take a closer look at E-Campus Ontario's Open Library.
[bookmark: _Int_YQmx5WDG]Starting with the open library's landing page you can take the keyword into the search. We recommend keeping it broad. I'm going to take ‘finance’ into the search.
On the results page, you can use the left-side filters to refine your search.
I recommend keeping ‘Open Library’ selected, as most of the OER will be found in this category. However, if you're looking for more modular content, you can check out the content under ‘Resources’. You can also select a subject filter. You can use this filter if your search returns a lot of results.
Here is the landing page for a resource listed on E-Campus Ontario's Open Library.
As you can see, this resource has 2 faculty reviews. We recommend reading the faculty reviews, as they can help you determine if it's worthwhile to take a more in-depth look at the resource.
E-campus Ontario asks instructors to review resources using a rubric that touches on areas such as the resource's comprehensiveness, content accuracy, and relevance.
Depending on the OER, you'll have a variety of ways to read it. For example, with the Fundamentals of Business: Canadian Edition text, you can download the e-book version in a multitude of formats, or you can read it online, or you can order a print copy.
Remember, if you order a print copy, you have to pay for the cost of printing. However, it is very cost-effective.
Let's go back to our OER collections. You'll also find ‘OASIS’.
OASIS is a federated search tool that searches over 90 OER repositories at once. OASIS was developed by the State University of New York. You can enter a search term into the widget to get started.
OASIS is great because it's able to search so many OER repositories at once.
However, sometimes it can be overwhelming to go through all of the results in your list.
Let me show you a few search tips to help you narrow your results.
First, I recommend clicking on OER by subject in the header.
From here, you can select a higher-level subject, such as ‘Education’. You can then use the left-side filters to narrow your search.
[bookmark: _Int_qzdqfpCB][bookmark: _Int_o1fsc0nJ]Some of the most useful filters include ‘type’ - which allows you to select a textbook, video, open access book, module, and much more. You can also select a specific repository under source. Finally, you can also select a specific license or if the resource has reviews. Additionally, you can click the ‘Show More’ button to see all of the filtering options under each filter type.
While using the post-search filters can be useful, you can also click on the magnifying glass icon at the top of your results list.
A search box will appear. You can then enter a more specific keyword, such as ‘Assessment’. And now you'll have a more manageable results list to go through.
Since you learned some tips on how to find resources, you might have noticed that it's not always a straightforward process to search for OER.
We're going to cover five specific strategies that you can use to try to find OER.


[bookmark: _Int_cod3LdSj]The first search strategy is to start broad.
For example, Barbara wants to find OER for her abnormal psychology course. She's interested in finding readings, videos, and case studies.
Here's how Barbara is able to structure her broad search.
First, she starts with the Open Textbook Library. This is also listed on the McMaster LibGuide for OER collections. This OER repository is maintained by the University of Minnesota’s Center for Open Education and the Open Education Network and includes over 780 open textbooks.
Barbara searches the Open Textbook Library using the broad term ‘psychology’.
She locates a number of open textbooks using this approach and then reviews their table of contents to find relevant chapters for her course.
Barbara then searches ‘OASIS’. However, she uses the more specific search term of ‘abnormal psychology’ since OASIS searches over 90 OER repositories.
She also performs a search on YouTube for specific topics related to abnormal psychology.
You're able to use the ‘Creative Commons’ filter on advanced search under YouTube just to look at openly licensed content.
Finally, she does an advanced search on Google for abnormal psychology.
She uses the usage rights filter in Google to locate openly licensed content.
As Barbara conducts all of these searches, she pulls together the most promising results in this Google Doc.
She now has a list of resources she can use in her abnormal psychology course.

[bookmark: _Int_zvnxlFO2]Let's take a closer look at Google's Advanced Search.
It lets you filter your results by usage rights. We recommend selecting the ‘free to use’ or ‘share’ so you can retrieve the broadest set of results from your advanced search.
This type of filter will show you results where the creators have selected an open license, such as a Creative Commons license.
There is a machine-readable layer in the Creative Commons license. This layer of the license comes in handy, as it helps search engines like Google show you relevant results when you limit your search by usage rights.
However, it's always good practice to double-check that the resources are openly licensed by looking at a terms of usage statement or some other kind of identifier that clearly shows the content as openly licensed.
And if you have any doubts, you can always reach out to McMaster's Copyright Office for help.
It's also useful to look at specific subject repositories to find and locate OER.
Here are a number of useful subject-specific repositories you can search to find OER for certain disciplines, such as psychology, geography, languages, career studies, and computer science.
You can explore these in the Finding OER Resources section of this topic.
Additionally, you might want to check out McMaster's ‘OER by Discipline Guide’.
This OER includes a list of open textbooks and other openly licensed resources that map to McMaster University’s program areas.
[bookmark: _Int_vpnGD481]You can get to this OER by Discipline Guide through our OER LibGuide.
You may want to also look at institutional repositories.
While a lot of institutional repositories are more focused on preserving and disseminating faculty and student research, some institutional repositories also include OER that instructors have created.


